Editorial: Increasing Incidence of Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease in France: Implications for Etiology, Diagnosis, Prognosis, and Treatment.
The significant increase in pediatric-onset inflammatory bowel disease in recent decades appears to be a global phenomenon, with studies from multiple geographic areas noting an increase in Crohn's disease (CD) and ulcerative colitis (UC). In this large, population-based cohort from northern France, the rapid increase in pediatric CD and UC from 1988-2011 may be due to multiple potential etiologies including environmental factors and advancements in diagnostic capabilities. We should consider the clinical implications of this rise in incidence, including potential risk stratification approaches that may offer the ability to modify the disease course of patients with earlier diagnosis.